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Preface

Despite the variety of Chinese textbooks available today, the
need for a coherent sequence of reading materials, suitable for multi-
ple levels of Chinese proficiency, remains. Cheng & Tsui Company
recently invited us to develop such a series, starting from beginning
Chinese and proceeding to advanced—a challenge we were delighted
to meet.

This series of reading materials shall consist of five volumes,
corresponding to five progressive levels of Chinese proficiency.
Volume one is suitable for use by students in the second semester
of their first year of Chinese study, or at the “Intermediate
Low” level, according to ACTFL proficiency guidelines (please visit
www.actfl.org for more information). Volumes two and three are
designed for students in the first and second semesters, respectively,
of their second year of study, or levels “Intermediate Mid” and
“Intermediate High.” Volumes four and five are appropriate for
students in the first and second semesters, respectively, of third year
Chinese: “Advanced Low” and “Advanced Mid.”

The Moon Is Always Beautiful is the third volume of this Cheng
& Tsui Readings in Chinese Culture Series. It is intended for students

in the second semester of a second-year Chinese course.



Each volume consists of ten lessons. The text of each lesson is
approximately five hundred characters in length and has a list of
approximately thirty new vocabulary items. The vocabulary lists were
chosen based on popular, standard Chinese language textbooks, and
selections were further solidified after field testing. Exercises are pro-
vided at the end of each lesson in a variety of formats: matching
related words, multiple-choice questions, questions covering essay
content, and discussion questions for oral practice. Answer keys and
a vocabulary index can be found at the end of each volume.

To accommodate a diverse range of proficiency levels and learn-
ing practices, each lesson also includes a list of frequently used words
and phrases that are similar in meaning to vocabulary items, or other-
wise related to the essay. In an appendix at the back of this book, the
full text of each essay is also provided in pinyin, together with simpli-
fied Chinese characters, in consideration of various language levels
and teaching styles. Furthermore, each lesson’s text, vocabulary, and
exercises are printed on facing pages in both simplified and traditional
characters. The answer keys and index also provide both character
forms.

We wrote the essays in such a way that the prose not only con-
forms to standard Mandarin Chinese, but also retains a smooth and
straightforward flow. To ensure that students continue to review pre-
viously learned material, later lessons incorporate grammar patterns
and vocabulary words that appear in earlier lessons.

At present, many American high schools have begun to offer an
Advanced Placement (AP®) program in Chinese, and the AP® cur-
riculum specifically emphasizes the need for students to understand
and appreciate Chinese culture while studying the language. In
preparing this series of reading materials, we made a concerted effort

to ensure that linguistic practice is seamlessly integrated with the

iv | Preface



acquisition of cultural knowledge, so that students may understand
both contemporary and historical Chinese culture through language
learning. In order to accurately reflect both China’s historical tradi-
tions and modern trends, all lessons that refer to classical stories
include the original text along with its source. We also consulted
various relevant materials and verified facts for all lessons that discuss
present-day social issues.

We believe that students will find these compiled essays both
intellectually stimulating and engaging. Our goal is that this series’
lessons will help students broaden their linguistic range, stimulate
their interest in learning Chinese, boost their reading comprehension
level, and strengthen their understanding of Chinese culture.

We sincerely hope this series of reading materials will be of use
to all students of Chinese—whether they are taking AP® Chinese
language and culture courses in high school, are enrolled in Chinese
language courses in college, or are studying Chinese independently.

We want to thank Cheng & Tsui Company for giving us the
opportunity to create this series and for making many valuable sug-
gestions. Our sincere thanks also go to Laurel Damashek and Kristen
Wanner, of the Cheng & Tsui editorial department, for their great
support and excellent work on this project. Our gratitude also extends
to Mr. Jian Liu for his excellent illustrations in this volume. We also
want to thank Xi Huang for his contributions to this project.

Any comments or criticisms from teachers and students alike
would be gladly welcomed. These insights would be invaluable for the
improvement of future editions of this book. Please direct any feed-

back to: editor@cheng-tsui.com.

Weijia Huang and Qun Ao
November 2007

Boston
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New Vocabulary

Simplified Traditional Pinyin
Characters Characters

Part of

English

Speech Definition

IO.
II.

I2.

13.

6

T H ép H jieri

*x T ) 7 guanyd
135t 133554 chuénshud
> A 2 Wigang
XA XAt fashu
ENS £ yirtis

AN
=
i
et
T

daoyao
o] 3 a
ERAX, AR, kinfa
A G jingxin
| AE ) AE zhizuo
XEFP P EEFP P jaiann
TH TH yudnxido

The Moon Is Always Beautiful

prep.

prn.

vo.

Pi’ﬂ.

vo.

adj.
.
n.

7.

festival; holiday
about; on

legend

person’s name

cut down trees

the Jade Hare

grind medicine
punish

fell trees; cut lumber
meticulous; elaborate
make

every household

sweet dumplings
made of glutinous
rice flour (for the

Lantern Festival)



Simplified Traditional Pinyin Part of  English
Characters Characters Speech Definition
4. S\ ‘E?J; didn v light up
) kl:‘ \ :( =
15. ):T e }:é}_'_ iR dénglong 7. lantern
2 A
16. }:] /ﬁf‘ ):] /E'ﬂ' yuébing n moon cake (for the
Mid-Autumn
Festival)
=2 =4
17. tuanyuan  w. reunion
18. 4 ]\ i& 7]‘ i’d’ﬂ waidi n. parts of the country
other than where
one is
2 HA .
19. EIK AA tuanju 0. reunite
20. U"/A T:":F p;,A g%’ yinshi vo. recite poetry
/’ NN (51 NN
21. '17'] no 4’% no shangxin adj.  sad, broken-hearted
S > SN2 S e
22. Ii‘% 3ié shushud v. recount, narrate
v = ) aS . .
23. }f)ﬂ: 'hil ):/é\ ‘hzx fanndo adj.  annoyed
24. H J/:T‘ 2 ’q:‘ téongnian 7. childhood
» 4
25. ’fi$ ’f£$ wangshi n. past events; the past
26. 1> '/”\} /B‘\i‘ //3\‘ sThian . think of; long for;
miss
- ln <A :
27. j'f.fl/lf} 93#;—\54;} wilun conj.  no matter what
28. ' wan adj.  curved
29. );] ﬁ; )E] ﬁ: yueya n. crescent moon
= =
30. 'Ej-j% 7@‘;}‘6 jitud v. place (hope, etc.) on

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 7
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Commonly Used Related Words and Phrases

4% H
12480 B
Traditional Holidays

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof  English
Characters Characters Speech  Definition

1. 75‘—‘% ;E:J‘ éﬁ chanjié pra. the Spring Festival
(the first day of the
first month of the
Chinese lunar

. calendar)

2. JU r)g]? A—Iij L r);]? B];’ yuanxiaojié  prn. the Lantern Festival
(the fifteenth day of
the first lunar month)

3. ‘;% H)E] A:I; ‘;%]‘ H);] éﬁ gingmingjié  pra. the Pure Brightness
Festival, also known
as the Tomb-Sweeping
Festival (on April 4, 5,

or 6 solar term)

N
A\
%
_\y
=
<\,
NS
-\R’
=3

duanwtijié  prn.  the Dragon Boat
Festival (the fifth day
of the fifth lunar
month)

| The Moon Is Always Beautiful



Simplified Traditional Pinyin Part of  English
Characters Characters Speech  Definition
5. CF ﬁk% CF ﬁk ﬁ/ﬁ zhonggqiajié  prn.  the Mid-Autumn
Festival (the fifteenth
day of the eighth
lunar month)
6. ’ﬁ FEI il'!’_ ﬁ]?% é/]'; chongyangjié  prn.  Double Ninth

AR A
AR EH

Modern Holidays

Festival (the ninth
day of the ninth

lunar month)

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Part of  English
Characters Characters Speech  Definition
I. 7’[4’— 7’[4?— yuandan prn. New Year’s Day
2 '!E[ 'ﬁ‘ 4']‘5‘ '&%'ﬁ‘ ﬁ/ﬁ funtjié prn. International
Women’s Day
e - (March 8%)
3. 7 Zﬁ T '7??}] PP laodongjié prn. International Labor
. . Day (May 1)
4 )L % A']i]‘ ﬁ?_‘ % ﬁﬁ értongjié prn. International
Children’s
Day (June 1)
5 }% —2}:;" —"]:3_ }%ﬁ gﬁ jianjanjié prn. Army Day (PRC)
. N (August 1)
6. /j,i A:lg /j?i ﬁﬁ guéqgingjié prn. National Day (PRC)

(October 1)

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 9
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Source

<%NM%M>
HELAL E - BRA (BMREM - RR)

B BEFRAFHAE, Ak, ¥FFHZ, A
Heiat, TA—AN, FHZ, REMEeE, A4
Z 4N, B/IETA, FAF I, FAS AT

(2 %3525)
HEFELL, F - MEx (RIF])
B APITR? & Rifhh, sLigikit,
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Exercises

—. HEFTEAKLY9E

Link the related words

. 2] AR i
2. Aa,/\} E]

12 | The Moon Is Always Beautiful
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Exercises

—. LT T AR 04 #)E

Link the related words

5. B

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 13
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Choose the most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence

L PEAERA R, BAA

. PEAHFS A 2%,
b. PEAAAA AT H,
o. NITIKA A = E24F59,

2 TUH A
o N+ A,
b. TH 1 &,
«. AT,

3. EP;T}(H‘ &
2 XEFP PHARNGTH,
b. #TF 49 % — /N A o
¢ "LIUH ST B
+ A s Nk
2. B, B Ao AR,
b. 4705, MUEFedE B
o R, FHRFPEL,

14 | The Moon Is Always Beautiful



1A A9 4EFE TR ) T

Choose the most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence

L PEAZEA R, B
a. “F'Hﬁ?%y A mﬁlﬁ'fl\r?iﬁo
b. PEA WEA a8 H
. MNMITaEE A 5o 47489,

> LK

2. 7[4#] BP?E
2. N\NHA+2Z,
b. WA+ &,
¢ AT A

5. PRI
2 XEP PERKOEH,
b%%% E—AEE A &
. "LIUH BB E B
4 A RE AR
a. 7;:'%’ .XFA/‘T"??&JO

b. 55, G Foda
c. TR, %}J}%%\v,u o

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 15
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Choose the correct answer

L BRAT AHREFT 2
a. Bl AFRRAERT o
b. IAERAERT o
c. Bl AHFEARE R,

P EAE L KME AR R?

2
w REP AT, BT
b. 2K AL, BAHELE,
o &R FRFS P AR .
3. ARSI 52 3] Fo TR AT L 0T & 15 K Fo

KAHK?
o AN AE A R
b. THATHZTE To
o« NA+ZFKT,
4 NIV 20 1E 3 F R 52 568 P a9 K s 9
2. Bty ETAE,
b, 7S By BTAE,
o. BETLHGETAE,

16 | The Moon Is Always Beautiful



=, R EAERGEE

Choose the correct answer

L R RB A ERE T AL
2. B Btk A m T o
b. BB ERART
. HBtFEiAER,

. PERAE LG —EE A R

%Z%ZFF'"LE#]’ PEIE 5o
BREACCA B, BIRILE,

cﬁ%ﬂn,¢Mu¢% I

5. AR MR H o TAEOG AT B 0F 1 1) K Fo
%A. /Tk
2. 18 A 849 B A &
b. LA+ ETH 8o
o NA+T AP I,
g AT 25 1EHF A ik sto P agratsg?
2 oLy IE,
TN R
c. BESEYIFAZ,

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 17



v, SEF, LR E X

Think about the questions and talk about your perspective

L A RS RS AT AY

o AR A AE Rty AP H 4 445k
432

. BL—BLIRA A it ay R .

18 | The Moon Is Always Beautiful



BE WA, HHRaEE

Think about the questions and talk about your perspective

R 48 24704759 Bt 9
zﬂ%ﬁﬁml%%x%¢ﬁﬁ@%%%
/3\

5. SL—FIRE A SRBF A9 RS

The Moon Is Always Beautiful | 19
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Appendix 1 Texts with Pinyin




A = & A £ #F 8
yue liang z6ng  shi méi hao de
¥ AH OB F R OA R,
zhong gudé  rén te bié xi  huan yué liang
i o 2 X T A ® & #
zhong gué  you xU dué guan yad yué liang de chuan
U P < S D M S R A
shuo li ra  chang é bén  yue wl  gang fa shu
yu tu ddo yao déng déng
“oom & BT A L % Rl %
wl  gang fa shu shi  shué wd gang xué
S - R : R S | NS SRR - S S N S i
xi de shi hou fan le cuo wu shang di fa
W 2 A g7 Z R &k H & #, ‘=
ta dao yué gong li kan fa gui hua  shu yu
% o % & B OE2 R N T B B
tu dao yao shi  shuo yu tu wei le bang zhu
oW o wm ® A W, F K K &
chang é hui dao rén  jian méi  tian  dou zai jing
NS N B (R R - SR 7 A 1 I/ NG -] B
X1 de zhi zud6 néng gou hui dao rén  jian de
o B, F r A= x T A =
XTn yao zhdong guod bu dan y6u guan yu yue liang
B B, m B L A x w F
de chuan shuo ér gié hai you yue liang de jié
Ho A % & % #° mooA = A
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