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Foreword

It is my distinct pleasure to write this Foreword for Grace Wu’s new
Chinese Graded Reader Series that is being published by Cheng & Tsui.

The format of hanzi (Chinese characters) with pinyin (spelling) an-
notations is one that I have long energetically adyocateds To see these
books now being edited by my esteemed colleagueis'truly a.€ause for
joy. What is even more to be applauded is the fact that the pinyin
annotations in these volumes are orthegraphically cofrect, with spac-
ing for word separation and proper punctuation:’ It is extremely rare
nowadays—whether in China or abread—to find such careful atten-
tion being paid to pinyin orthography.

The subject mattet ofithe fitst two, volumes has been well chosen:
the biographies of Lang Lang and Yao Ming. They will prove attractive
to students from junior high school through college, and even adults
who are learning Mandarin will find them valuable.

May this be the beginning of a long-lasting and flourishing series
that in¢lades not only biographies, but also the best fiction, science
fiction, mysteries, and all manner of other subject matter. I am sure
that the Cheng & Tsui Chinese Graded Reader Series edited by Grace
Wu will be warmly welcomed by students and teachers alike, and that

they will benefit greatly from these excellent, well-conceived textbooks.

Victor H. Mair
Professor of Chinese Language and Literature

University of Pennsylvania
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Preface

Cheng & Tsui’s Chinese Biographies Graded Reader Series consists
of Chinese learning materials targeted towards high school and col-
lege students. One of the most challenging aspects®f learning Man-
darin is mastering the skills of reading and writing. Extensive reading
practice is the best way to improve Mandarin reading ability; fluency
and word usage, but there is a shortagefof reading materials specifi-
cally geared towards learning MandarinnIn the United States, students
typically learn colloquial Mandarin (2 &) and 4re rarely exposed to
more formal written language (P$ETE). The goal of this series is
twofold: to serve as a useful teaching resource for educators, and to
provide engaging leisure reading material, accompanied by pinyin, for
students. This series specially targets students at the advanced-beginner
to low-intermediate level of proficiency, or knowledge of approximately
350-700 characters, whose Mandarin speaking skills are comparatively
stronger than their Mandarin reading skills.

This'series includes special features designed for maximum educa-

tional effec¢tiveness, such as:

1. Chinese characters accompanied by pinyin
As mentioned above, improving Chinese reading skills requires con-
siderable practice, but students may be intimidated by the absence of
pinyin in many Chinese reading texts. Displaying Chinese characters
and pinyin together decreases student anxiety and allows the student

to overcome this challenge. In the past, most publications have paired
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Chinese characters with pinyin equivalents at the character level (for

example, i3 7 is paired to qi ché). But by using recently developed
software, this series matches Chinese characters with pinyin at the word
level, a more linguistically accurate practice. For example, A $ is
paired with giché, which more precisely matches the syntax of the Chi-
nese. This distinction is especially important for learning Mandarin,
and also facilitates student interpretation of the text by aiding students
to develop skills in discerning word boundaries and sentence structure.

Consistent pinyin annotation also has the advantage of being eas-
ily adaptable for students at different proficiency levels. By ineluding
pinyin throughout the book instead of glossing only selected'words, we
have made it easy for students to look upwords they have not encoun-
tered before, customizing the reading experience to their own profi-
ciency level. Since pinyin is provided togéther with Chinese characters,
there is only minimal disruption to the experience of continuous read-
ing. With this flexibility‘buile.in, the books are appropriate for students
from many different backgrounds—heritage speakers developing their

reading skills, as well as'learners of Chinese as a foreign language.

2. Simple, easy-to-understand Mandarin with content suitable
for American students
Beginner-level Mandarin reading materials published in China, Tai-
wan, Hong Kong, and Singapore primarily contain fairy tales, fables,
historical stories, or stories about the origins of Chinese idioms.
However, these stories can be less suitable for students raised outside
Chinese-speaking areas, who may not be as familiar with the underly-
ing historical and cultural background. Lang Lang and Yao Ming, the
subjects of the first two biographies in this series, are two well-known

figures in American society. Both were born in China but developed
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their careers in the United States and are popular internationally. Stu-
dents will be able to compare American and Chinese cultures through
reading their life stories, and may also empathize with Lang Lang and
Yao Ming regarding the challenges of being a young person in Amer-
ica. This connection to a familiar context is important for students, as

it increases their engagement and confidence.

3. Learning resources online and in the'book

This series is also accompanied by a companiond website at
www.chinesebiographies.com that includes vocabulary lists,finterac-
tive exercises, audio recordings, additional exercises, and«teaching re-
sources. Teachers can adapt these resources to the patticular needs of
their students and classrooms. Thisseries includesboth printed and on-
line components for two reasons: toflekibly meet the different needs of
diverse readers, and to keep the printedimaterials slim and affordable,
reducing the burden onystudents buying class materials. Readers can
even join the forums to share opinions and ideas with a community of
Chinese learners anditeachers all over the world.

Online materialsinclude true-false questions, multiple choice ques-
tions,/and crossword puzzles for further practice to improve grammar
and vocabulary. The exercises are located online in the hope that stu-
dents can be immersed in the reading experience and follow the plot
of the story with minimal interruption. These exercises can also serve
as a template for teachers to design classroom activities or students to
engage in additional independent study.

Each chapter in the book includes pre-reading questions designed
to facilitate brainstorming and discussion. The post-reading questions
in each chapter are intended to delve deeper into cultural discussions;

young people who grew up in the United States can articulate their
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opinions and compare their experiences. As teachers, we should en-

courage our students’ capacity for critical thinking, even though their
language skills may be basic.

My hope is that these books will not only contribute enjoyment
and interest to the process of learning the Chinese language, but also
foster students’ appreciation of contemporary Chinese figures who have
contributed to world culture in many different spheres. The ability
to comprehend reading materials independently is andmportant and
exciting stage of learning a language. What better svay to exercise this
skill than to learn about these notable figures, who overcame so’many

obstacles in developing their own exceptional talents?

Grace Wu
University of Pennsylvania
June 30, 2010
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PR AMEL, BT WEFAZS, hEEE,
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F3 b gt EY, TEUFT B EAH A
, F3 “PEE QWA RE, KERFGE
B — BRI FARE A AR ) R A B AT P
LHF R, TR LR CER L% vE A,
P SR R L M B
K ZI W HE & T

1. XFXEHEIHT
4o L, FHiEARPFHRZZAITRFHE R, K,
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AT A, Wik E 69 BRI IR T A e A
WA RR BRI, EEBRKREGF VS, &
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Z IR REENRFEEAITLE T,
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SUE AR, AT VORI e B XA F B A B A AT
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Grace Wu
University of Pennsylvania
June 30, 2010
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Zhonggud langiu yundong  de fazhan
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The History of Basketball in China




Yuédd gian  taolunti

ik A A

Ni zui xihuan de yundong shi shénme Weishénme

. 3 R R ER W ES) &AL A A?
What is your favorite sport? Why do you like it?
Ni  zhidao langit de qiyudn ma Shéi faming “le,. langid Ni
. B8 R seid BER 69 AR D7 9 R T #Eke R

xthuan da lanqit ma

ER AT B D7
Do you know anything about the history of basketball? Who in-
vented it? Do you like playing basketball?

Ni  xihuan “kan Ilangid bYsai ma Weishénme?

3. BB 4;\_5_5(}\75‘ nk}j{ l;szg;}pfs‘? j]’H'/A?

Do youlike watching basketball games? Why or why not?

NI zhidao Ydo Ming shi shéi ma Ni  zhidao ta dudé gao ma
4. 38 AR JmiE kPR ST IR DY AR SeiE fe S 3 DY
zui gao de qiuyuan shi shéi

NBA 5} & #9 27 5% #7

Do you know who Yao Ming is? How tall is he? Who is the tallest
player in the NBA?

2| B 8 R IE A K

¥
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Waimian tiangi  hén léng de shihou ni hui zuo yixié shénmeyang
s. BB ShE KA AR A 89 BHE, AR & —2 H4Af
de  shinéi yundong

7 E A EFN

When it’s cold outside, what sorts of indoor exercise do you do to

stay active?

WS dul Ydo Ming zui xinshing de difang jiushi. ta duidai = bisai de na
“F 3T Bk B R KRR 89 Hudr sEAE 4L AE RER 69 A
zhdng qianxii hé reqing de taidu zai rijin de zhong you
odRE Fe BE 89 SE, & w45 9 NBA ¥, A
zhexié youdian de qidyuan, vyijing " kan' budao e
XA AR E B IR ER A RE T,
Jiéfa Fan Gandi gian Hudjian dui jiaolian
~AKX - 7C - Hil (Jeff Van Gundy ), AT K AT FA %
Datishang wo zhi xiing gaosu Ydo Ming wdmen wéi ta  gindao
“RanE a2 A R B B &/AT A A R F)
jiao’ao Ta yi yi  zhong zhuangzhong youya hé youmo de fangshi
B, ok — A EET | KR e BT 89 7 X
huida le shugian ge women tingguo dud i de wenti women néng
WA T AT A KM HE £ ok 8 FIAR, B Ak
kandao ta jian shang de danzi Ta hén xiang Zhong-Méi lidnggud zhijian
AE 4 B L o eF, AR B PE OBE XN

de  dashi Tongguo Yao Ming Méigué zhengzai zhdjian lidojié  Zhdnggud

B KAk, @i sk B, EE EE EZ# TH FE,

The History of Basketball in China | 3



xudud Zhonggudrén yé zai renshi MéEigud
W% PEA AL £ IR EE
zhlxi Dawei Sité’én zai  Nilyué de

~NBA £/ KT - 4 & (David Stern) & 4% %

zongbuhui jian Yao Ming hou shud

B3A L Wk Bl 5 it

nian de yue yi wei Mashéng de tiyu
1891 589 12 A, — 4% B4 ( Massachusetts ) #9 A5
jiaolian ~ Zhanmusi Nashimi jiaoshou faming le
Hk EWER - AL E (James Naismith) & &80 7
langit  zhe xiang yundong Na jiaoshou 'xiwang zheé xiang yundong kéyi  rang
Bk X R B, AR AE KX R EFH Tk
ta de xuésheng zai mancimg de WnoW@ bidchi  fixing congd  langid
e 8y FA fE FR AR BREF RE, M B3R
yundong jianjian de chuandao le digit shang de méi yi geé jidoluo chéngwéi
B Wk LTI L A AE, R
le  shijigl shang zui liixing de yundong  zhiyt Léizi  buténg wénhua
T 'Hi‘ﬂ V- I}i AT 8 EFh) 22—, %E] RE XL
béijing shudé buténg« yuyadn de rén dou kéyt touguo da lanqiua juji zai
HE AR EZ 0 AH T &l 4 Bk RE £
vigi
—#Z,
Jinnian  lai X1yin le shijie¢  shang zui youxit de qidyuan
P Rk NBARZ] T #F Lk & ARF 63K
Shijie ge di de langiami dou kéyi zai dianshi shang guankan tamen

R A W 69 IR A TV A BAL b WA A

al v B 8RB AR

&



X1 ai de qidyuan bisai Danshi you yT  wei de waiji  gidyuan
Ex M RN LR, 2R A — 1% NBA 49 SME 53
zuiwéi  chiizhong Xiasidun  Hugjian dui zhong
wA HA ., HWETER KF . ( Houston Rockets) W

laizi  Zhonggué de Yao Ming yéxu shi shijie  shang zui shou huanying de

KB PE & B LF T R B R 2 oR®E 4

langit  duiyuan e Qi yingchi wii yingcin de ta shi qidyuan zhong zui
BEHR AR T, Lt ER & ETHAEEEXT F %
gao de Qiimimen béi ta de qiuji hé qingi® .kailing  de xinggé sud
2 A9, IR AL AL 89 BB e 0 FFBA SRS BT
XTyin Ta bujin  nénggou zai lankuang zht shang fénggai duishou huozhé
BEl, M RAL AR E BEZ B HE ST, RE
ldi yi gé ménglié de guanldn ta haid kéyi  kuaist tonggud chingdi
k— AR 6y BB MEE T bk @i Bk,
shéngdong-jixt de chudnqgid dao waixian ldi yI geé qing tiao téulan Jianjian
PARED B B ANIAE R — A 83k BB, #Hd
de Yao Ming (Kaishi zduxiangh le langiG  juxing zhi i YT wei o tiyd
W, BB S AT BEREEZEZX XK, —I2H4FH
jizhé _céng xiédao Ydao Ming bu zhi shi langiuchang shang de  mingri
eH T B, bkl R R & By E e
zhT Xing érqié shi zui jia zhi xing Hén dud rén dou réenwéi Yao
Z 2, mMAEARMEZE R Z AR, B
Ming de gqitji hé gé& rén maili k&yi  bangzhi Zhdnggud Iénqil] yl‘mdéng de
Bl 6 B e N AR T B PE BkiEd e
fazhan
K

Jishi nian  yigian Zhonggud qidyuan  zai zhong chaxian  huoshi

JU+ S AT, PHE R E NBA F HIL RA

The History of Basketball in China



chéngwéi shijie hdo de qidyuan hai bei renwéi shi yi jian feichang huéngtang

RA A 8 B R AR IAA 2 — AR RE

de shiging Dangshi lanqgia  zhe xiang yundong zai Zhdnggué hé&n shio ydu rén
B FH, S B X R EH A PR R Y AEA
zhidao Zhdonggud de langit  yundongyuan yé hén nan dadao de
fid, FHE ¢ B EFHR 4 R E X F] NBA &
shuiping

KF
nidn Zhénghui Rénmin Gonghégué chéngli le Zhonggué  shehuizhiyi
1949 5 P4 AR EFE mL T, TE #£4F L
zhéngfl  renwéi zhéngfu yinggai jinliang kongzhi rénmin shénghué de méi yi
B INK, BT Bz REAERANR EE 6 B —
gé fangmian baokud  tiyu shiye
A gy, a3 ARF Fik,
Yizhi dao niandai Zhonggué zhéngfu bu shi hén zhongshi quan  tiyu
—H 3 80 FAK, LPE BT R MR EFM A KF
yundong Sutran  dangshi,. Zhonggué » de rénkou chaoguo yi danshi  hui
B, BAR S PE 9 Ao Bt 131, 22 &
da langid  de féichang' shao Zhengfu zhi  tebié péiyéng le yixié langia
TR GAET V., BUF RN BER T 2 B
yundongyuan lai. daibido Zhonggudé  gudjiadui canjia Aolinpike Yundonghui
ZHR Kk K&Kk FE BRI Hw BIRE L 2554
zhiléi  de  gudji  bisai Guéjia  hui tidoxudn
( Olympic Games) X % #) HFEF )L, EHE & it
you qianli de yundongyuan ba tamen songdao téshl de tiyu xuéxiao
A AN EHR, Jo ] EF) Bk 6 KEF R

canjia  xunlian jianglai  wéi gudjia xiaoli Hén shdo de Zhonggudrén zhi

Bdm ek, Bk A BRE A, KV FRAA R

6| BE 2R IE e A K

&



weile yale ér da langiu bingqgié dangshi Zhonggu6 gonggong de langiuchang
AT ¥R mIT B3R, FEH B PE Nk o) Bk
yé hén shdo
A, Ak

Dan zai guoqu de jishinian If gingkuang yodule gaibian Zheéngfu

2 idk ey L5 2, HUL AT &RE, BUF
yishi dao yundong yduzhuyd gqidangshén jianti suoyi kaishi guli rénmen
ZiR B EH AT Rg MRk, BTAITEE B AN
canyu tiyu yundong Yéuyu lanqiu yaogit de changdi hé sheébeéi hén
K5 KE B, BT R 2R 8 R f0kE R
shdo suoyi ta chéngle bijiao shou huénying de vyundong zhiyt
Y, BTVYA R R T AR R 092 E) X —,

Céng nian  kaishi Zhonggué < kaishi  duiwai  kaifang Zhéxié

1970 S JT4E,C WP B IR s34 sk, Xk
waildi  wénhua tongguo dianshi  jinru . Zhéngguo tiyu  hudédong jiushi nashi
Ihk XA @it AL BN E , KF EE) A A
Zhonggué dianshitdi bdfang de  yi zhong jiému Dang Zhonggud rénmin  kaishi
TE BAEHEX G FF TE, % PE AR T
guankan/Mg&igué lanqid . bisai de shihou tamen dui zhé xiéng yundong yé
WA EB R LE 69 B4R, 4] AT X R B

géng you xingqu <le

R AT,

RUjin Zhonggud rénmin youle  wangluo érgié kéyi zai wangluo

b, FE AR AT W%, wmHEH T E W%
shang kan shijie ge di de dianshi jiému baokuo langiusai
L AR & ey B Y, &4 NBA H3RE,
Langid bian de feichang liuxing tebié shi zai da chéngshi de niangingrén

B T AT AW ORAT, 458 R A KR ORT 8 FEA

The History of Basketball in China



zhong Xianzai kénéng you yi  Zhongguoérén dou da langia Zhonggud

v OIE TR OH 21 PEA K AT B, FE

shénzhi you Ziji de zhiye langiadui Zhonggudé  Nanzi Langiu Zhiye
L2 BT o R B, FE FF Bk R
Lidnsai Plutong saiji de
F£ &  ( Chinese Basketball Association ), -Z:i@ &% &

bisai  ydu yi  de  gidmi Bl Migué guinkan  Chaoji
CBA & A 13 1 o9 3%, w £H WA BK
Wan de rén hdi dud

%%, (Super Bowl ) # A & %!

Yuedd hou  ijié tdolunti
[AREy = s v

Wénzhang zhong tidao Ydo Ming de qiuji hé gé rén maéili
o XF P R B M RE A AA RS
kéyi  bangzhu Zhonggud lanqgid yundong de fazhan Ni  rénwéi ne?

TV B PE KR iEsh 6 AR, VAR A R
The chapter says: “Yao Ming’s basketball skills and personal charisma
could help popularize basketball in China.” What do you think?

NEEET S TR

&



Jin jishi  nian Zhonggud zheéngfu dui tiyu  yundong de taidu
. mm R U+, PE BUR T RE EF 8 AE
shi ruhé zhuanbian de

A el HT A9

In recent decades, how has the Chinese government’s attitude to-

wards sports changed?

Ni kanguo Zhonggud de bisai ma Ni juéde
. mm R A PE 49 CBA LR 5? {RestiF CBA
you shénme buténg

he
2 NBA A 14 RE?

Have you ever watched a CBA game? Do you notice any differences
between the CBA and the NBA?

Weishénme langit  xianzai »zai Zhénggué hén litxing
8 A& Bz A A CFE R R
Why is basketball so'populas in China today?

Please visit www.chinesebiographies.com for audio files, vocabulary

lists, comprehension exercises and more!

The History of Basketball in China | 9
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Also from the Chinese Biographies Series

Lang Lang
By Grace Wu

Improve your reading skills while learning about internationally
renowned pianist, Lang Lang. Includes pinyin annotation throughout
and access to multimedia resources at www.chinesebiographies.com.

More Graded Readers from Cheng & Tsui

Tales and Traditions
Readings in Chinese Literature Series

Compiled by Yun Xiao, et al.

Read level-appropriate excerpts from the Chinese folk and literary
canon. Volumes 1-4 now available.

Readings in Chinese Culture Series
By Qun Ao, Weijia Huang

Increase reading and cultural proficiency with original, level-appropriate
essays about Chinese culture. How Far Away is the Sun? and The Moon is
Abvays Beautiful now available.

Visit www.cheng-sui.com for more information.






