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Antu-suéﬁ
1. B RIE

Looking for a fine steed with the aid of its

picture
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BRI (ATTHT 770—/ATTHT 476 ) ,
AMNRDRRET, KEMMbL AR, A
SHFRMARE N T —A%, &S LG
T T AR SRR, ey L — S A
AR SRR, RS 1 L B 2 3
o, Rk s, —ILiF A R E),

PR O AN PR M S
Ky HNE N R I

In the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC), there
was a man in the State of Qin called Bo Le, who was an
expert at judging horses. Based on his experience and knowl-
edge of horses, he wrote a book in which he introduced the
characterisitcs of fine horses both in words and illustrations.
His son, having no first-hand experience of horses, set out to
look for fine horses according to the illustration in the book.
However, he could not find any.

This idiom is used metaphorically to describe someone
lacking practical experience and doing things mechanically
by following set rules.

@ % ¥, (fine horse)
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Baifa-baizhong
2. 8XxaH

A hundred shots, a hundred bullseyes
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BREHR, REEA AT, i
E % = I S DN [l vz =t (o N i)
L i s | ol NN £ Fan =8
FEM IS E L VSN T, FiF s, % LET,
FIRE—Fiiprh " o, SEE R 2t
Wi =, s RgE,

“BERAWM XHGE, ARSI,
TR ar . LUSHH R e s A 78501
g, SReABIFUIR By,

In the Spring and Autumn Period, there was an excellent
archer in the State of Chu called Yang Youji. To test his skill,
someone chose three leaves at different heights on a willow
tree, and challenged him to hit them all, one after another.
Yang Youji stood more than one hundred paces away and hit
the three leaves in three shots.

This idiom describes excellent marksmanship. Later it
became used to refer to great precision and perfect assurance.
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Banmén-nongfu
3. IE)J1FFHF

Showing off one’s proficiency with the axe
before Lu Ban the master carpenter

101 Common Chinese Idioms and Set Phrases 7

AU — A FURIE 2] BOR AR B AN,
PZMEHE, ARITATHLEAR AN ALIT . A2 b
Ak AR T — R IO B (banlan ) B9 RUEL, BE
RS kA (xiang ) = KA T K. FEG I
HHERR T, URBBALAAEN T,

CHEMISRFET XASGE, IR e feAT 2w
B A

Lu Ban was supposed to be a consummate carpenter in
ancient times and regarded the master of carpentry. It is said
that he once carved a wooden phoenix that was so lifelike
that it actually flew in the sky for three days. Thus it was con-
sidered the height of folly to show off one’s skill with an axe
in front of Lu Ban.

This idiom excoriates those who show off their slight
accomplishments in front of experts.
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Béigong-shéying
4. R SHEFRS

Mistaking the reflection of a bow for a snake
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H] (AJC265—420) B, H—1M LR
PN, T I A B 5K T . A A T AR
R, Z58F WA LA K/ e s 1,
SRS T, HE K SRR X4

WLIE, UETA TR RREEE, ST
A FFUER, I IEAATE SRR B b 5 Wil o IR
WAXAFFAA T, FEkAhries, &L
B —ik 5 Bk, FEFHA T, Ptk
T,

XA IS LT REMEE R, A AR .

In the Jin Dynasty (265-420), a man called Yue Guang
once invited a friend to have a drink at his home. When the
friend lifted his cup, he saw a small snake in the wine, yet he
still forced himself to drink it. Back home, the friend couldn’t
get the incident off his mind, and felt so disgusted that he fell
ill. Hearing about this, Yue Guang invited his friend to his
home again. He asked him to sit in the same place and drink.
When his friend sat down, he saw that the image of the snake
in the cup was actually the reflection of a bow hung on the
wall. Realizing this, his friend recovered quickly from his
illness.

This idiom describes a condition of being overly suspi-
cious and thus bringing trouble upon oneself.



